
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK REVIEWS 493 

The British Railway Position. By George Paish. London : The 
Statist, 1902. i2mo, pp. 322. 

This book, which consists of a number of articles reprinted from 
the Statist, contains a series of comparisons of the cost of railway 
operation in the United States and in England, with special reference 
to the relative loading of trains. The whole book is an argument for 
larger loads on British trains, and it is an indictment against English 
companies for their uneconomical methods of handling traffic. The 
book contains a series of comparisons between train loads upon the 
Pennsylvania Railroad and upon the London & Northwestern, the Mid- 
land, the Northeastern, and other British railways. These comparisons 
are to the advantage of the American railroads. 

The advantages of heavy train loads are found to consist in the 
fact that there is practically a fixed expenditure for the train crew 
irrespective of the weight of the train ; that heavily loaded trains reduce 
the proportion of dead weight ; that the wear and tear upon the 
track is diminished with the lessened number of trains ; that the cost 
of the maintenance of rolling-stock is reduced by decreasing the num- 
ber of locomotives ; and, finally, that there is less congestion of tracks 
with a few large trains than with a larger number of small ones. It is 
not claimed by the author that English railroads can attain to the 
heavy train loads of American railroads, owing to the fact that on the 
whole American lines carry bulky freight for long distances, while the 
British railroads carry light freight for short distances, but some 
approach to American conditions is considered possible. Much of 
the greater success of American railroads is ascribed to the fact of their 
having been forced to compete, and therefore to economize, whereas 
the traffic and the profits of British railroads have been protected. A 
large part of the arraignment of British railroads bears upon the 
insufficient information and statistics collected by these companies, 
especially with regard to the determination of ton-mile costs. 

The book is rather technical and narrow in its scope, and gives 
one the impression of being padded. It contains a series of extraneous 
papers by persons other than the author upon subjects other than that 
of the title, and the treatment of economic problems is commonplace 
and uninteresting. The detailed study of the various British railroads 
is valuable, and the introduction written by Mr. George S. Gibb, gen- 
eral manager of the Northeastern Railway, is excellent. Typographi- 
cally the book deserves all praise. 

Walter E. Weyl. 



